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Welcome to Becton & District
Rotary Club. We are a re-formed
modern Rotary Club providing
potential members with an informal,
low cost, flexible and friendly way to
be
a
member
of
Rotary
International. We strongly believe in
Service Above Self and strive to
support
local,
national
and
international communities where
there is a need.
We are firmly committed to equal
opportunity for all and strive for
a Club that represent the areas
we serve. Our door is always
open to community minded
individuals from any sector of
the community who may wish to
become members.
If you would like further details or a
discussion with an existing member
then please contact Larry Anthony
on the above email.
During the current restrictions we
are conducting our meetings on-line
using Zoom; if you feel it would be a
benefit to join in one of these
meetings this can also be arranged.
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Serving the wider
New Milton & Milford Area.
Serving the Community is very
important to us and we welcome
the help of community minded
people

Becton and District Rotary Club, Part of Rotary in Wessex District 1110

Birthdays During
June
Stephen Self

Jimmy's Corner

The Arnewood School
Mock Interviews
Well done to Rtn Mary Pye for reestablishing our link with the Mock
Interview Project at the Arnewood
School.
The core of the project is that
selected Year 12 students are
interviewed by volunteer members of
the Club and subsequently assessed
against the following criteria:-

Nana FeeFee (my breeder) has given up!
Although my love for Snickers was
unrequited, I have found many of the
ladies irresistible and so I have visited the
vet for ‘the operation’ which has caused
my interest to switch from the ladies to
food. As a consequence of my new found
interest my waistline has expanded a little
and Debbie has taken action. I can still
have my biscuits with Dave but the
amount has been drastically reduced – all
I can say is I’m hungry but it does seem to
be working – my waistline has returned
and I can run fast again!
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Appearance
First Impression
Leadership Potential
Communication Skills
Enthusiasm
Overall Impression
The value to the students of the
opportunity to practice their interview
skills and the subsequent feedback
they receive will serve them well.
Well done to all involved.
Volunteers to help with this and
similar projects are always welcome.

New Forest for Ukraine:
https://www.newforestforukraine.co.uk/medical-aid
Having already donated £1,000 to the Wessex Rotary Ukraine Appeal, Becton Rotary is proud
to support New Forest For Ukraine.
New Forest For Ukraine is a group of community volunteers committed to help the people of
Ukraine by collecting and transporting a range of desperately-needed items to hubs in Poland
and Ukraine.
NFFU Medical Aid
Volunteers are urgently wanted to help NFFU with cutting rolled bandages, triangular
bandages and tourniquets from clean cotton duvet covers, sheets, pillowcases, tea-towels etc.
Full instructions produced by NFFU for cutting out rolled bandages and triangular bandages
can be downloaded either from the NFFU website or our own Becton Rotary Website.
The coordinator of Becton Rotary's involvement is Rtn Ian Higham who recently, visited the
‘Bandages for Ukraine’ project at the Ampress Industrial Estate, Lymington where they have a
large unit to carry out their essential work. Their main function is making bandages in various
sizes for injured Ukrainian troops and civilians.
Any help would be welcome, but initially, please look out any unwanted sheets, pillow cases,
duvet covers that you may wish to donate to help in making these bandages and tourniquets
etc. If you have any, he will be happy to arrange for them to be picked up and delivered to the
unit or alternatively provide you with details of a convenient drop-off point for the items. Please
contact Ian via our Secretary, Larry Anthony, e-mail secretary@bectonrotary.org.uk if you have
any items or indeed are interested in assisting in any way or just visiting the unit. Meanwhile,
please check out www.newforestforukraine.co.uk for more detailed information about their fine
work. Our Webmaster has also added instructions for making the various bandages etc to our
web page www.bectonrotary.org.uk

Rolled Bandages:
Materials:
Pure cotton, brushed cotton,
and woven cotton blankets
are very good to use.
Flat sheets, duvets, valances,
fitted sheets, pillow cases,
stretchy cotton & table cloths
are all good (any colour).
Poly Cotton mix can be used
for rolled bandages.

Triangular Bandages:
Materials:
COTTON sheets/duvets/table cloths
(NOT poly mix, NOT brushed cotton)
Must be clean, dry and strong.
TourniquetAs for the triangular bandages, Use good,
strong, pure cotton, Not brushed cotton since too
thick. Not poly mix as too slippy. Any colour fine.
Clean marks are fine, holes are not, since the
material needs to be very strong, used to tie off
the tourniquet twister.

The above are a brief guide to the material requirements, please see the NFFU website for details

Hampshire & Isle of Wight Air Ambulance:

Left:
l to r
Rtn Pete, Club
President Keith, and
Ray Southam of
Hampshire & Isle of
Wight Air Ambulance
(HIOWAA) during the
handover of a cheque
for £700.
Keith and Pete recently visited the Hampshire & Isle of Wight Air Ambulance to make a
donation of £700 in support of their important work. The money was the residue of the funds in
our care raised by the New Forest Sewing for the NHS and rounded up to £700 by a donation
from Becton Rotary's Charitable reserves. See next page for HIOWAA response.
It costs £15,000 per day to keep their service operational and they rely entirely on
donations from the community to carry out their life-saving service.

Spectacle Recycling:
Collection Points.

Thank you to Mary T, Keith and Larry for
their work so far in gaining the support of
the premises listed on the right to act as
collection points. Easily identifiable bins are
on their way but if you have difficulty getting
to or finding a collection point then please
contact Larry Anthony, email
secretary@bectonrotary.org.uk and we will
be pleased to arrange collection.

Collection points are soon to
be operational atHassan Hicks, Lymington
MIND, New Milton.
Charity Shop, New Milton
Hope, New Milton
Revitalise, New Milton
Oakhaven, New Milton
Ashley Junior School
Still & Bedford, Ferndown
Follow this link for latest Rotary York Spec sort Update
https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/review?
uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:2f829b3b-4fb0-3830-be75aa8eb1fcbcfe

Following on from their recent donation of
£1000 to the District D1110 Ukraine
Appeal Becton Rotary are pleased to be
able to further donate £500 to support the
work of Shelterbox.
The sum is to be made up of£100 from the Easter Extravaganza.
£200 from the 1st May Car Boot sale.
£200 from Becton Rotary Trust Fund
Charity Reserves.

See the right hand panel for Shelterbox's
response.

Hello Debbie,
Excellent news.
Our thanks to Becton Rotary for their donation.
I have enclosed a form for your treasurer, please
send the donation by bank transfer, then complete
the attached form including your banking transfer
reference and email the completed form to the
address on the form.
Your donation will enable us to continue our
support for families who have lost everything after
disaster or conflict. £500 will mean we can donate
to three families each a package of a ShelterKit,
plus tools and essential household items, each
costing approximately £165, to help them on the
road to recovery.
Again my thanks and any up dating you need in
the future, please let me know
Yours in Rotary,
Howard
Rtn Howard Matthews PHF (Christchurch)
ShelterBox Volunteer Ambassador
District 1110

Neild Shield Golf
Competition
This local Rotary Golf Tournament has been played for many years between Christchurch,
Lymington and Becton (previously New Milton) Rotary clubs. Round 1 will be at Highcliffe GC
on Thursday, 16th June. The current position is that Becton & District Rotary club are
represented by 3 players: Dave Burton, Terry Smith and Derek Warner. More players are
always very welcome. Following the golf, a meal will be arranged at a local venue meal (18.30
for 19.00) with partners and any Rotary club member/ friends who wish to join in.
Wishing ‘Team Becton’ every success and thanks to Derek Warner for organising this event.
Individual Prizes are1. Shield for the Club with the highest average Stableford score
2. Best individual Stableford score
3. Nearest the pin on hole 9
4. Nearest the pin on hole 17
Becton are the current holders having narrowly beaten Lymington when the last match was
played.

Guest Contribution
Our Guest Contributor this month is John Conway. A native of
Liverpool John now lives locally and many will have seen and
heard John demonstrate his musical talents in any one of the
musical venues across the New Forest.
I was asked by Rotarian Mr Larry Anthony to write an article for this excellent publication, the
Becton and District newsletter. As Larry is such a splendid gentleman who puts so much time
and effort into this publication (and many other things), I could not say no. So here goes with
some recollections, spiced up with some hopefully amusing anecdotes.
Your humble contributor this month comes from an impoverished childhood in Birkenhead,
the place you arrive at when you ferry across the Mersey river. The genuine Scousers from
Liverpool refer to Birkenhead as 'the one eyed city' or 'Jerkinbed', inhabited by 'Woollybacks'.
Hmmmmm. They take any opportunity to make a joke out of any situation. If you visit the
Merseyside area please be prepared for total strangers to strike up a conversation with you
on any subject you care to name. That's just the way they are: no inhibitions, warm and
friendly. (I can vouch for this, during my military service I was attached for two years to the
Kings Regiment who at that time recruited mainly from the Liverpool area. Once accepted
into their lives you literally "never walked alone"....Ed.)
Music
In the early 1960's all that most boys in the area
wanted to do was to be a member of a band. Sorry to
be sexist but there were very few girls in bands in
those days. There were at least 700 clubs on
Merseyside and just about all had bands playing most
nights of the week. I learned to play the saxophone
and formed a band with my schoolmates. We played
at all the major venues including the Cavern and on
various occasions played on the same stage and on
the same evening as the Beatles, the Swinging Blue
Jeans, Gerry and the Pacemakers and many more. It
was an exciting time. After one year of being a full
time professional band, the guitarist who was also the
lead vocalist in our band became ill and we had to
pack up.

Law
In 1964 I went to university to study law and qualified as a solicitor. After qualification I
learned that, as a solicitor, I could earn about three times as much working abroad as I could
in this country. This was very appealing to a pauper so off I went with my young family to
Zambia, southern Africa, about 13 degrees south of the equator and on the central African
plateau, about 4,000 feet above sea level. It was hot, but a tolerably dry heat.
We lived there from 1971 to 1976 and had a wonderful time. I worked for a medium size law
firm. For the most part Zambian people are happy and tolerant. One well used method of
transport was to crowd onto the back of an open top lorry. The singing of traditional songs
soon breaks out which then evolves naturally into three part harmony. Extraordinary. A joy to
hear.

Zambia is rich in copper and the whole country was geared to its production. Gigantic digging
and transporting machines, capable of carrying 200 tonnes of copper ore, worked 24 hours a
day. Many of the skilled workers came from the UK. They worked as engineers for the mining
companies on a three or four year contract and went back to the UK with enough money to
buy a house outright. There were five married couples who all came from the same village in
Wales. Whilst living in Zambia with the husbands working for the mining companies, they all
decided to change partners. My firm handled all the divorces; they all remarried and, when
their contracts were complete, they went back to the same village in Wales. It must have been
quite a homecoming.
There are several game parks within
Zambia and in 1975 our whole family
went on holiday to stay in one of them.
You could go out for a short drive and
easily see all manner of wildlife in its
own
environment:
crocodiles,
hippopotamus, vultures, wildebeest,
giraffes and so on. You had to be
aware of the dangers. Security was
minimal.

Around the chalets where we stayed was some basic perimeter fencing. One evening our six
year old daughter came in to our chalet and announced, 'There's an elephant outside and it's
eating the tree'. We went out and, sure enough, there was a huge elephant which had easily
knocked over the perimeter fence and was calmly munching the leaves on a tree just a few
yards away. Plenty of other guests and staff looked on and wisely did nothing. After a while, the
elephant mooched off into the darkness.
Back in England
At the end of my five year contract we left Zambia and looked at a map of England to decide
where to live. We decided on Sway. As you know, the New Forest area is a wonderful place to
live. I have never regretted that decision. I worked for a firm of solicitors in Southampton and
bought a first care home.
Courtroom drama or pantomime farce
The law firm I worked for handled the whole range of subjects including criminal matters. On one
occasion I was asked to appear at a magistrates court for a committal hearing where our client
had been charged with rape, a most serious matter. This was in the mid 1980's and the courts
were testing a system whereby the defendant, my firm's client, could not be named in open court
until he had been found guilty. Prior to the hearing I met the client, a fit, handsome, young man.
Let's call him Mr Smith.
When it came in the list to our case, the clerk of the court nearly blurted out 'Call Mr S…..' but
suddenly remembered that his name had to be kept secret. The clerk called the usher to him. I
can only imagine that a series of Chinese whispers took place as the clerk whispered the
message into the ear of the usher who then left the court and whispered to the police who then
whispered to the prison officers. After about five minutes, two prison officers brought into the
dock, not my young, handsome Mr Smith, but the oldest, dirtiest, smelliest tramp you have ever
seen who, when it dawned upon him that he had been brought up to answer a charge of rape,
broke out into a huge grin, no doubt looking forward to telling this story to his mates. Utter chaos.
Sorted out eventually.
Care home
I retired from legal practice in the 1990's but still own a care home. I have met and chatted with
many residents. Here is just one story. Let's call her Madge, not her real name. 1940, east end
of London. She is 20 years of age, running a pub while her husband is away in the army. The
terrifying German bombing blitz of London is in full force every night. After closing her pub every
night Madge became a volunteer ambulance driver. Heaven only knows when she had any
sleep. She must have had her guardian angel with her as she came through it all without a
scratch. I have no words that can express my admiration for this wonderful, courageous, selfless
lady. A privilege to have known her.
Still the music
Despite being a 77 year old geezer, I still play in three bands and still love making music.
Loads of love and best wishes to you all.
John Conway

A Jubilee Special by Fran Carpenter:
Dear All, can it be May already? But yes, it is! and, this morning,
I am re-writing my article after the United Kingdom coming
second to Ukraine in the Eurovision Song Contest after many
years in the wilderness! Like many others, I stayed up to see the
vote, and, whilst Ukraine was most deserving of its first place,
the UK’s singer, Sam Ryder, made the UK proud with his Space
Man song. I always think the Eurovision Song Contest is a great
forum to learn about people, culture and traditions, and the
Ukraine entry was no exception, with a blend of traditional
Ukrainian folk song and modern hip hop.

Culture, Eurovision and the Jubilee!
So, on the subject of celebrating culture, as my original article intended, I recently attended
Hampshire County Council’s Chairman’s Platinum Jubilee Concert at the Anvil in Basingstoke,
where the county Youth Jazz Band, Orchestras, Choir and other ensembles treated us to a super
programme of music. If you have never heard Hampshire’s young musicians play you are missing
something special, so contact Hampshire Music Service to find out how to get tickets for upcoming
performances. And if your youngsters are interested, get them involved in Hampshire’s music
making opportunities through HMS. hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/hampshiremusic

Hampshire County Youth Orchestra - April 2022

I also recently visited Royal Victoria Country Park in Netley with
my husband. What a lovely day we had. Visiting the Royal
Victoria Chapel building which is the last remaining part of the
old Memorial Hospital, founded by Queen Victoria and caring for
the wounded soldiers of World Wars I and II. There are also
some fabulous recreational facilities for families, including the
play park areas, train rides and cafes. As summer arrives, make
a plan to visit Royal Victoria or one of Hampshire’s other country
parks or attractions. There are also Platinum Jubilee community
events at all of Hampshire’s country parks on the Jubilee
weekend. hants.gov.uk/News/03052022JubileeWebpage
I will put out a special call here for model steam train
enthusiasts! The little steam trains that take you around Royal
Victoria Country Park are run by volunteers - but they are short
of drivers.If you have those skills, please contact the park to help
out! They need you!
https://www.hants.gov.uk/thingstodo/countryparks

Royal Victoria Chapel, Netley

There are a whole host of other recreational and cultural Jubilee events in which you can take part
around the New Forest and Hampshire at our library and museum venues. Make the most of those!
hants.gov.uk/platinumjubilee/jubilee-events hampshireculture.org.uk/events
Finally, there are also exciting local village
and town events happening to celebrate the
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. I shall be going
along to as many as I can visit across my
county council division area. Thank you to
those residents and organisations who are
organising them. Let’s make sure we all get
out and support them.On the Eurovision
Song Contest result, things bode very well
for a terrific summer of Hampshire culture
and fun!
Left: Fran with QVCP Picnic Table Wizard.

Cllr Fran Carpenter
Hampshire County Councillor for New Milton North, Milford & Hordle Division
New Forest District Councillor for Hordle Ward (including Everton & Tiptoe)
01425-614665 / 07867-502624 fran.carpenter@hants.gov.uk

Homestart- Printed as a courtesy to Homestart.
Shakespeare Al Fresco:

Becton Rotary are always happy to
support our friends at the Burley Players:

Club Diary

A listing of events directly and indirectly of interest to Club Members
and Supporters. Contact Secretary for further details-

June:
6th - Club Assembly on Zoom.
16th- First Round of Nield Shield Golf Competition., Highcliffe G.C.
20th- Club Get-Together & Handover. South Lawn Hotel.
22nd- Group 3 Meeting at Highcliffe Golf Club.
24th- District 1110 (Rotary Wessex) Handover
27th - Mock Interviews at Arnewood School

Unusual celebration days in June
NATIONAL FISH AND CHIPS DAY -Every year on the first Friday in June, residents
of the United Kingdom celebrate one of the country’s most famous combinations of
foods: fish & chips. Along with celebrating this delicious dish, National Fish and Chips
Day raises funds for fishermen in the UK.
WORLD GIN DAY - Every year on the second Saturday in June, World Gin Day
celebrates this distilled alcoholic spirit. Gin is also known as a juniper spirit since it is
made from juniper berries.
WORLD WIDE KNIT IN PUBLIC DAY - Every year on the second Saturday in June,
World Wide Knit in Public Day encourages knitters to come together and enjoy one
another’s company. It’s also a day for experienced knitters to teach others how to knit.
Information courtesy of
June International Days - National Day Calendar https://nationaldaycalendar.com

Becton Rotary on
Social Media.
Web:
www.bectonrotary.org.uk
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/bectonrotary
Twitter:
www.twitter.com/bectonrotary
Instagram:
www.instagram.com/bectonrotary
E-Mail:
secretary@bectonrotary.org.uk

We would love to
hear from you!

Becton Rotary
Club Meetings.

We meet roughly every two weeks with our intent
being that the first meeting of each month is a
Zoom meeting focussing on business matters
whilst the second is a face to face gathering
focussing on social matters.
If you would like an invitation to attend one of our
meetings then please contact the Club Secretary,
Larry on
secretary@bectonrotary.org.uk
You can be assured of a warm welcome.

In Brief

Rotary Youth Leadership Award (RYLA).
We are pleased to advise that we have a student
from The Arnewood School who has accepted
our offer of sponsorship for the RYLA weekend
of the 9th and 10th of July.
Rotarians Pete & Sue pictured during delivery to
New Forest Basics Bank of food and other items
donated by the customers of Waitrose Lymington.
The image first appeared on NFBB's new Twitter
account @NewForestBasics with following text
Shelves are looking a little bare but thanks to some
lovely donations from Waitrose customers
collected by the wonderful Becton Rotary
volunteers we will soon be stocked up and ready to
go again.

Image courtesy of New Forest Basics Bank

Becton Rotary Car
Boot
Thank you to everyone
who helped us raise the
sum of £203 at the May
1st Car Boot Sale on
Fawcett Field. This has
been donated to
Shelterbox.
Our next sales will be
on 17th July and 18th
September.

And Finally:
Becton Rotary offer Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth their heartiest congratulations on
the occasion of her Platinum Jubilee.
Be aware-If you are driving, during the Jubilee Weekend there could
be unexpected road closures as residents celebrate the Jubilee.

