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Welcome to Becton & District
Rotary Club. We are a re-formed
modern Rotary Club providing
potential members with an informal,
low cost, flexible and friendly way to
be
a
member
of
Rotary
International. We strongly believe in
Service Above Self and strive to
support
local,
national
and
international communities where
there is a need.
We are firmly committed to equal
opportunity for all and strive for
a Club that represent the areas
we serve. Our door is always
open to community minded
individuals from any sector of
the community who may wish to
become members.
If you would like further details or a
discussion with an existing member
then please contact Larry Anthony
on the above email.
During the current restrictions we
are conducting our meetings on-line
using Zoom; if you feel it would be a
benefit to join in one of these
meetings this can also be arranged.
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Serving the wider
New Milton & Milford Area
Serving the Community is very
important to us and we welcome
the help of community minded
people.

Becton and District Rotary Club, Part of Rotary in Wessex District 1110

Birthdays During
July
Ian Higham

Jimmy's Corner

The grass on the cliff top has been
allowed to grow, which I think is wonderful.
The one downside is that I find it difficult to
look over the top and I don’t like going
through the grass, so I have to find a path
when I get separated on my walk. There is
a rumour that, because of the long grass
which is now going to seed (the seeds are
getting everywhere in my coat and paws)
and this lovely warm weather we have
been having, my coat length is going to be
severely reduced. I may be sporting
another look in my next chat!
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Welcome
to our
new
District
Governor
A hearty Becton welcome to Rtn. Bill
Casey PHF as we approach the start of
his year as District Governor of Rotary
District D1110 (Rotary Wessex).
Having been a previous Assistant
District Governor with responsibility for
Group 3 Bill is known to us and we look
forward to his year as our District
Governor

History in
the
Making.
On the 1st July 2022 and for the first
time in it's 117 year history a female
Rotarian will assume the Office of
President of Rotary International.
Congratulations to Rotarian Jennifer
Jones of the Rotary Club of the Rotary
Club of Windsor-Roseland, Ontario,
Canada on this historic achievement.

New Milton Town Council
Jubilee Civic Service
The end of May saw President Elect Mary and Secretary Larry represent the Club at the
New Milton Town Council Platinum Jubilee Civic Service held at St Mary Magdalene
Church New Milton. It was an uplifting service from the welcome to all by the Mayor, Cllr.
Keith Craze, to the closing rendition of Jerusalem.
During the service we were treated to readings from The Mayor, Cllr. David Hawkins,
Tracey King of the 1st Barton on Sea Guides, Cllr. Fran Carpenter, a performance by
the Marchwood Military Wives Choir and a singing of the National Anthem.
The sermon delivered by The Rev. Andrew Bailey was a treat and particularly relevant
to Rotarians. He gave his views on the 'costs' of public service. Some of the witticisms
during the sermon generated a few smiles and nods of the head amongst the
congregation.
All of this was followed by light refreshments in the Church Hall. Well done to all
concerned with the organisation and thank you to the Town Council for our invitation to
attend.

Club Assembly
A Précis of the report from President Elect Mary PyeBefore we look ahead to the coming year I feel it useful to look back over the last two
years and to say a huge thank you to members who have worked so hard under the
difficult conditions created by the pandemic. Special thanks must go to Keith for his
successful Presidency.
Looking to the future- I am grateful to Larry and Debbie for remaining in their current
posts and the Trustees as we tread the path towards becoming a Charitable
Incorporated Organisation. We are strong in areas such as the Newsletter, the
Bungalow, the new website, Friends of Rotary, School liaisons, Car Boot Sales etc.
These will continue. I would like to encourage us to engage in more sports and social
activities and possibly arrange some light hearted events to enhance our fellowship We
have a super group of Friends of Rotary some of whom hopefully could be encouraged
to become full members of the Club.
One of the hard lessons learnt from the closure of New Milton Rotary Club is we need
members to consider how they could help by taking on roles to maintain the future of the
Club.
Lastly Rotarians are ordinary people who together do extraordinary things; I am looking
forward to what we can achieve this year.
Full copies of Mary's report are available from Secretary Larry, secretary@bectonrotary.org.uk

New Forest for Ukraine: (NFFU)
Ampress Lane
Lymington SO41 8LW
Club activities are gathering pace with material
organised by Ian being delivered to NFFU by Pete and Keith
along with some Triangular Bandages and chairs and tables for
use by the volunteers. Well done to all.
In response to an urgent need for boxes in which to pack the bandages etc. for shipment
Pete engaged in a pastime known as Bin Rummaging. With the goodwill of friends at Hardy's
Electrical and Toys & More next door he is now entitled to rummage their waste cardboard to
rescue for reuse any cartons that could be used to ship product to the Ukraine.
Following a request from Secretary Larry a further supply was obtained from Peter Cooper
Removals Ltd. Huge thank you to Peter and Jill for their very welcome help.
With most informed comment suggesting military activity in the Ukraine is likely to continue
for some time and the casualties this will cause, the need for medical aid supplies from NFFU
will also continue. Supplies of suitable material for making bandages, cardboard shipping
cartons and anyone interested in volunteering will always be welcome.
Further information about NFFU activities can be obtained from their web page
https://www.newforestforukraine.co.uk/ medical-aid

NFFU and Brock College Textile Department Explore Joint Working:
Following an introduction by Keith, Megan Cottell of Brock College and Avery Sturgess of NFFU
are exploring how they can work together to their mutual advantage. Megan has two Ukrainian
students starting soon and Avery has local refugees helping to make bandages.
They are asking local people making bandages etc to join their WhatsAp group as this is the
easiest way to contact them and communicate with them, and the joining link is on the website,
using the above link. They have already sent out 700 improvised trauma packs, and 1,400
triangular bandages, and a great deal of rolled bandages. They have a current target of 5000
improvised trauma packs, as quickly as possible, as sadly they are badly needed.
They have spent some time considering the design of the improvised trauma pack, and
discussing these with medical, military, and pre-hospital medical care staff in the UK, and their
counterparts in Ukraine, and the big message is “Please send lots more”. They are delighted
that it has been endorsed by a trauma consultant who works with London's Air Ambulance
charity:
"These improvised trauma packs are examples of improvisation using commonly available
items which have the potential to save lives when used correctly for first aid. New Forest for
Ukraine accept no liability. If a commercially approved item of first aid is available, that should
be used in preference.”
Source data courtesy of Avery Sturgess NFFU.

Spectacle Recycling:

Our distinctive collection bins have been distributed to
many of the charity shops and Boots in New Milton by
Rtns Mary T and Ian. Thank you to the proprietors of
the shops involved and also to the Head and Staff at
Ashley Junior School who have accepted a bin and also
plan to use it for discussion at one of their Assemblies
followed up by an item in their School Newsletter.

Collection Points
Look out for the shops and other premises with
the collection point sign on display, current ones
areNew Milton
Mind
Charity shop.
Mencap
Scope
Hope
Revitalise
British Heart Foundation
Boots New Milton
New Forest Disability, Osborne Road
Lymington
Hassan Hicks, St Thomas Street
Milford on Sea
Cat & Kitten Charity Shop
Boots the Chemist
Ferndown
Still and Bedford

A further follow up from
Shelterbox to Treasurer
Debbie concerning our
recent donation.
Dear Debbie
At a time when things feel uncertain and changeable, I want to tell you about the positive
impact we can see – the lives that have been changed thanks to donations like this one from
Rotary Club of Becton and District. Firstly, thank you so much for your incredibly generous
donation of £500. Your decision to donate means we can continue to provide shelter, helping
vulnerable people feel more in control of their futures. On top of disasters caused by conflict
and climate change, families in some of the poorest parts of the world are also facing the
deadly threat of coronavirus. This crisis within a crisis is hitting vulnerable people hardest.
Those already living without adequate homes, healthcare and even food and water.
During 2020, we supported almost 200,000
people to have a place to call home. Despite
the pandemic we were able to assist
communities in eleven countries, including
Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Ethiopia, India, the
Philippines and Syria, thanks to our in-country
partners.
Every person, family and community we work
with is unique, so our approach is constantly
evolving. Those are the people who guide
every decision we make, because they know
what they are facing better than we ever
could.
Last April, the village of Vatsari in Vanuatu was hit by a cyclone. Harold and his family were
impacted by the devastation caused in the deadly path of 145 mph winds. In the aftermath, his
community did what they could to make sure everyone was taken care of.
“We grouped together and talked about our plan, how we could help each other until the time
that help came. Things like food, clothes, houses, shelter. We shared with everyone in order to
get through until help came.”
Across the world, communities are doing what they can to help each other. With your donation,
we can continue to help the global community now and beyond this pandemic. Thanks again to
all of you at Rotary Club of Becton and District.
Kind regards,
Phil, on behalf of your Supporter Care Team

Houston - We Have a Partnership:
The following joint communique was issued by Rotary International and
Shelterbox at the 2022 Rotary International Convention in Houston.

The official partnership
between Rotary International
and ShelterBox has been
renewed for another three
years!

ShelterBox CEO, Sanj
Srikanthan and RI General
Secretary and CEO, John
Hewko signing the partnership
agreement in Houston.

Sanj Srikanthan, CEO at ShelterBox, saidOur dynamic partnership with Rotary across the globe has helped transform us into an
internationally recognised disaster relief charity, together supporting more families when they
need it most.
: “What began as a local connection with one Cornish Rotary Club has led to an extraordinary
international movement that has provided emergency shelter to millions of people around the
world."
Rotary International General Secretary and CEO, John Hewko said: “Rotary and ShelterBox will
continue to collaborate, better supporting communities in need by improving preparedness, and
prepositioning aid in areas prone to disaster.”
Most recently, as well as playing their part in an amazing fundraising response to the Ukraine
crisis, Rotarians have been supporting ShelterBox’s relief effort. Using their networks in Poland,
Moldova and Ukraine, Rotary members have been providing invaluable local knowledge and
connections enabling ShelterBox to provide aid to those in need.
Thank you Rotarians!

Club Handover:
The end of June saw
the
Club
gather
together to mark the
handover of the role of
President from Keith to
Mary.
Keith's final act of his
very successful period
as Club President was
to award Pete a
Certificate
of
Appreciation for the
outstanding work he
has
done
on
developing our new
Club Website.

Keith, Mary and all the members of Becton & District Rotary Club
thank the many individuals and organisations who have helped
us with our charitable activities during the last twelve months and
with your goodwill look forward to your continued support.

Guest Contribution
This month's Guest Contributor is Cllr Keith Craze,
Mayor of New Milton and Chairman of New Milton
Town Council.
One of the questions I am asked is “how do you become the
Mayor of New Milton?” Essentially you would have been an
elected member of the Town Council for a period of time,
sufficient that you have managed to gain an understanding
surrounding the workings of the Town Council, the relationship
with District and County Councils and of major importance, the
daily relationships with the Community that you as Mayor,
represent.
Enough of the whys and wherefores. As Mayor you immediately realise that far from acting as Chair
of the Town Council, you are invited to attend or present at multivarious events and meetings. Hence
in a standard week I would be likely to attend a number of events and, speak to a wide audience,
particularly age-range and background wise.
I am now in my second year as Mayor of New Milton and the past 13 months have included quite a
diverse range of “audiences” some serious and others far less so. I have attended a couple of the
local junior schools, one to formally open a nature garden and the other to answer questions about
New Milton. Imagine my surprise at the former when I was asked if I was related to a dentist based
in Guernsey. In fact, and let’s be honest, with a surname like mine the chances of getting matters
totally wrong is unlikely. Actually, the gentleman asking the question lived in Guernsey and his
dentist was my brother who has lived there for the last 35 years.
When arriving at the local school to answer questions I had quite incorrectly assumed we were
talking about a Class of children whereas on arrival I was ushered into the Main Hall where 100 plus
children were patiently sitting on the floor awaiting my arrival.
Questions flowed, some had been carefully written on a piece of paper that, when the pupil was
going to ask it, there followed a lot of rummaging in jumper sleeves to pull out the now crumbled
piece of paper. Others just fired away with their own questions e.g. what is the perimeter of New
Milton? or what is the most expensive shop in New Milton?
Both were very enjoyable visits, the latter having particular poignancy as the school had just that
week taken in their first Ukrainian pupil and he wanted to wear the Mayor’s Chain of Office. The look
on his face when I placed the Chain on his chest was a wonder to behold, so little to give for
someone who, at that young age had been confronted with so much.

One of the most unusual events I attended was the formal opening of the “Fairy Trail” at Ballard
and I am convinced that one of the objects fixed to a tree, had been modelled by a Town
Councillor.. no names mentioned!
At the other end of the Age Range I have, in an Official capacity, attended two 100 years old
birthday parties for local residents. How interesting in speaking to both, it was to hear of their
stories and their experiences gained over the year. Interesting to see both having a “taster” of
vintage red wine. In one case a glass of the Red was an essential aid to keeping well and still
being active. Naturally at my comparatively youthful age I was persuaded to partake of the red
wine.
I have also attended the Skate Park Competition held on the local recreation ground where the
speed and agilities of the participants was truly amazing. Not for me nowadays!
The informal events are welcomed as they reflect the Community in New Milton. On a more
formal basis and especially this Year being the Platinum Jubilee, there have been a number of
formal Church Services I have attended and been one of the speakers reading out a passage
from the Bible. This as Mayor, I also do at Xmas time when a Christmas Carol Service is held.
The musical capabilities of the young and very young are quite amazing whether playing an
instrument or singing as a choir.
Sadly, I have attended some Funeral Services for
Council Staff to represent the Town and in one
instance to recognise the years of service given by a
local resident who each Year attended the Service
of Thanks at the Town’s memorial by the large clock
in the high street.
There are many happier times and recently I was the
guest of the French Twinning Association when the
Mayor of Canteleu in Northern France and her
colleagues came to New Milton after the predictable
delay of the last couple of years. It was a pleasure to
speak with them and the subject of politics was
studiously avoided.
Similarly, and accompanied by my wife, we attended
the Inauguration Service at Christchurch Priory for
the new, incoming Mayor of Christchurch. Also in
attendance was the BCP Mayor and it was a real
pleasure to be guided around the Priory grounds.
I attend and lay a wreath not just for the Annual
Remembrance Day in November but this Year
recalling the day represented the 40th Anniversary
of the end of the Falklands War and in company with
a serviceman who had served on HMS Sheffield,
sadly sunk during the War, I listened to the reading
he delivered. One full of emotion and feeling.

Conversely and a totally different
experience is the Afternoons of Music
delivered on the first Sunday of each
month from June through to September on
the Recreation Ground. If you get overly
nervous about speaking on your own in a
public environment with up to almost 500
people in attendance, this series of Events
would be best avoided. However, they are
a great success and an Event that attracts
visitors from Bournemouth, Christchurch,
Milford and Lymington.Most recently the
music was provided by The Army
Sandhurst Band and as with others, was
very well received.
Living in Barton on Sea, it has been a
pleasure to take part in the annual
memorial service held at the Indian
Remembrance located in Barton. Similarly
I attend the Annual WW2 Remembrance
that commemorates the three Bombings of
the Town and the sad loss of so many
residents during that wartime period.
There is so much going on in New Milton
whether social events, anniversary events
or memorial events. All these in addition to
the full Town Council Meetings and the
Town Committee Meetings that I attend.
Is it hard being the Mayor? It can be tiring
with the number of events that take place
but overriding those feelings is the feeling
of happiness and joy that you are a part of
the local Community and for the two-year
term as Mayor you have contributed to the
overall wellbeing of the Town.

Above: Afternoon of Music in the Recreation Ground.
Below: Information Board adjacent to the Indian
Memorial at Barton on Sea.
Note: Although referred to as the Indian Monument the event
was prior to the partition of India and hence is of interest to other
nations such as Pakistan & Bangladesh....Ed

Keith Craze

Do You Have a Story to Tell?
Why not be one of our Guest Contributors.
Contact Larry - secretary@bectonrotary.org.uk

Homestart- Printed as a courtesy to Homestart.
Shakespeare Al Fresco:

Becton Rotary are always happy to
support our friends at the Burley Players:

Club Diary

A listing of events directly and indirectly of interest to Club Members
and Supporters. Contact Secretary for further details-

July:
1st - Start of Rotary Year 2022 - 2023
11th- Club Business Meeting on Zoom
25th- Club Social Meeting Venue TBA

Unusual celebration days in July
WORLD CHOCOLATE DAY
Every year on July 7th, World Chocolate Day allows chocolate lovers around the world
to indulge in their favourite treat without any guilt.
INTERNATIONAL SKINNY DIP DAY
International Skinny Dip Day on the second Saturday in July celebrates the natural
experience of a clothing-free swim.
WORLD JUMP DAY
Every year on July 20th, World Jump Day encourages people around the world to jump
simultaneously. The idea behind the initial observance was to have millions of people
jump at the same time in order to change the Earth’s orbit.
Information courtesy of
July International Days - National Day Calendar https://nationaldaycalendar.com

Becton Rotary on
Social Media.
Web:
www.bectonrotary.org.uk
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/bectonrotary
Twitter:
www.twitter.com/bectonrotary
Instagram:
www.instagram.com/bectonrotary
E-Mail:
secretary@bectonrotary.org.uk

We would love to
hear from you!

Becton Rotary
Club Meetings.

We meet roughly every two weeks with our intent
being that the first meeting of each month is a
Zoom meeting focussing on business matters
whilst the second is a face to face gathering
focussing on social matters.
If you would like an invitation to attend one of our
meetings then please contact the Club Secretary,
Larry on
secretary@bectonrotary.org.uk
You can be assured of a warm welcome.

In Brief

Becton Rotary Car Boot
Our next sale will be on
18th September.

Spotted in a recent New
Forest Basics Bank
Newsletter.
" we now have our
procurement team plus Doug
and Maddie Knight and our
wonderful Becton Rotary
drivers,"

In line with current best practice Becton & District
Rotary Club have gained approval of the Charity
Commission to convert their current Trust Fund to
a Charitable Incorporated Organisation.

And on NFBB Facebook
New Forest Basics Food Bank: food &
household items for those in needA BIG thank you to the amazing
volunteers from Becton & District
Rotary! They collect food donations from
the public at major supermarkets and
bring them to the Food Bank week in,
week
out
with
BIG
smiles
#communityspirit

And Finally:

Breaking
News!

"Rotarians enjoy fun and
friendship whilst doing
great things in the
community"

Why not join with us and
share in our activities.
Membership details available from Larry
email -secretary@bectonrotary.org.uk

